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Khan Bahadur Nawab muzaffar khan.
 
 
so you have got communal electorates in about 25 per cent, only of urban areas.
271 Take the Punjab case. As I follow it, what is done about that in the Punjab in fact is done in £ne£uence of a provincial Act called the Punjab Municipalities Act or Municipal Act, which I think has been amended quite recently ?—Constantly,
"fr^That1? what f thought. There the provision* is'that the local Government has power to prescribe by rule the number of representatives of each ward or class ?—Yes.
 273.	The point is that it really depends on the
legislation  of  the  province  and  upon  the  action
taken under that legislation, it does not turn on
anything in the Government of India Act or on
anything which is part of the overriding constitu
tional structure.   Thea I  understand  that in the
case of district boards in the Punjab the matter is
dealt  with  in   another   Punjab  Act,   the   Punjab
District  Boards  Act.   under   which  the   mode   of
appointment or election of members is determined
by    rules    made    by   the   local   Government ?—
Yes.
 274.	There,  as you have told us,  the rules  as
made do not provide for communal representation,
and on the other hand ex-officio chairmen are the
rule : is that right ?—Yes.
 275.	Perhaps I may just sum it up, to clear my
own mind and possibly even to assist the Conference
as a whole.   It really comes to this.   There are two
ways in which you may conceivably try to provide
for this problem, if it is to be provided for.    One
 method is the method of securing the ™n°ptv community from being unrepresented by the method cTnomination. That, I think, so far as these local bodies are concerned, is the method followed in Madras, in the Central Provinces, in Bihar and Onssa, and I think (except for Calcutta itself) in Bengal. The other method is the method (no doubt under provincial law) of providing where it is thought right to do so, for communal electorates. In Bombay that is done both in the town and in the country ; here, broadly speaking, not in the country but m a certain number of urban areas. That seems to be the way it works out ?—Yes.
 276.	A conceivable method,  no doubt, would be
reservation of seats, but in fact I have not yet noticed
that in these local self-governing units reservation
of seats is commonly employed.    You do not have
it here,  do you ?—I  think there are one  or two
towns where that has been tried.
 277.	Lord Burnham : How does it work ?—I have
never heard any complaints of it.
The Chairman : It is not a very large experiment, in any case. I may say that I was led to look into this in this comparative way by looking at the Government of India document to which someone has referred, and more particularly in paragraph 43 * and at the extremely good appendix, Appendix VI, where you get set out in a page and a half a statement showing the means of representation of minority communities on municipal and local boards in the different provinces.
We are greatly indebted to you, Mr. Beazley, for your valuable evidence.
LAHORE. Dated,   3rd November,   1928.
Aix, the members of the commission (except colonel  lane-fox),   o*J the   central  committee (except  mr. klkabhai .premchand and raja nawab ali khan) ani> of the punjab provincial committee.
Khan Bahadur Nawab MUZAFFAR KHAN, Joint Secretary to the Government of the Punjab, Transferred Departments*
1.	The Chairman:   I thinfr you, Khan Bahadur
Muzaffar Khan,  are a member of the provincial
service ?—I am.
You joined the service in 1905 ?—Yes.
2.	You served as extra assistant commissioner for
many years, and I think you were appointed in 1923
4s election commissioner of the Punjab ?—Yes.
3.	I am not quite clear what that means ?   What
5s an election commissioner ?—Election commissioner
is an officer appointed by the Punjab Government to
carry out the elections of the legislative council
and of the Legislative Assembly.   It is an appoint
ment which is made every three years at the time
of general elections.   The Council of State election
takes place after five years.
4.	Do you, as a matter of fact; operate as election
commissioner when the time comes round to elect
to the Council of State ?—I did it on the last two
•general elections twice, but the first time it was
"done-fey another officer*
6. I think I am right, am I not, that the election
 for the legislative council of the Punjab takes place at the same time as the election for the Legislative Assembly ?—Quite so.
 6.	Or, at least, it has hitherto ?—Hitherto, yes.
 7.	Because each body has a" maximum life of three
years ?—Quite so.
 8.	And  hitherto there has  been  no  premature
termination of either the Punjab Council or of any
particular Legislative Assembly ?—Quite so,

 10.	Is it possible to conduct the elections here
at the time when both Council and Assembly have
to be elected by means of a common register, or is
there a separate register for each ?—It is a common
register, with different serial numbers for the Assembly
and for the council.
 11.	There are  people who will be qualified, as
things are, to vote for the legislative council who
~	* yoi. iv,, p. m.

